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n average, the Hudson
Valley SPCA provides
refuge to 40 dogs and
100 cats at any given time. Caring
for so many animals is anything
but a 9-to-5 job!
Prepping for the day starts around
7AM with a quick assessment
to ensure all of the animals were
comfortable overnight. Breakfast is
prepared and delivered all around,
with medications administered to
those who need it.
When the last morsels are finished,
the daily shuffle begins as our team
tries to make the shelter clean and
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welcoming for potential adopters.
Dogs are moved from kennels to
play areas while their “rooms” are
cleaned and disinfected. The cats,
on the other hand, are barely roused
from their morning slumber as surfaces are washed and litter boxes are
changed around them. But several
do perk up long enough to chase the
mop around!

A Day
at the
HVSPCA
Noon-time comes quickly, bringing with it the start of adoption
hours and families looking to open
their homes to an animal in need.
Our shelter staff uses this oneon-one time to learn about each
adopter’s unique needs and experiences. Their goal is to make sure
each and every adopter finds their
perfect match!

the animals is changed each and
every day… often multiple times!
We run through dozens of clean
sheets, towels and comforters
on a daily basis, which means
our washers are running almost
non-stop!
While adoption hours end at 4PM,
there is still work to be done as

In the midst of all of this, each animal’s physical condition must be
noted. Are they eating? Moving
normally? How is their behavior?
Hints of something out-of-theordinary could mean someone
needs a little extra TLC… or possibly a trip to the vet! Vet trips are
interspersed throughout the day
depending on the required care.
Many days, multiple trips are
required as we drop-off animals
being spayed or neutered and
pick them up at the end of the
day. Additional trips are always
required for shots, general exams
or emergencies.

dogs go on final walks for the day,
dinner is served, and additional
meds are administered as required.
The end of the day is also catch-up
time for phone calls, paperwork,
and the many other “little” tasks
that keep us running each day.

Then there are the ever-present
ringing phones, relinquished animals, adoption applications to be
processed, rescue runs, and facility maintenance. And, of course,
the laundry! Laundry is a neverending task as bedding for all of

Around 7PM, the lights are
dimmed but never turned off as
someone is always inside holding
the paw of a sick animal or bottlefeeding a baby into the wee hours
of the night… every night…
365 nights a year!
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From Foster to Forever

You Can Help These Animals and Others Like Them

F

oster families are essential and valued partners in our effort to
provide loving care until a forever home is found. When an animal is over-stressed by the shelter environment, foster families
provide the calm consistency needed to re-establish a sense
of security. And when an animal is recuperating from major medical
problems and requires 24-hour care, fosters offer the compassion
and patience required for healing.
It takes a special family to provide an animal with a foster home. In
the typical foster household, at least one person is home most of the
time in order to provide an enhanced level of care. Families accepting foster placements know that they may be making a long-term
commitment until a forever home is found. While this may be a few
weeks for some animals, it could be months for others.
Of course, foster parents are always given the first opportunity to
adopt the animal they’ve cared for. We have many “failed fosters”

Did You Know?
• Puppies sleep ninety percent of the
day for their first few weeks. Shhh!
• The phrase “raining cats and dogs”
originated in 17th century England
when it is believed that many cats
and dogs drowned during heavy
periods of rain.

• Like human babies, Chihuahuas are
born with a soft spot in their skull
which closes with age. Careful...

• A cat can’t climb head first down a
tree because every claw on a cat’s
paw points the same way. To get

who have fallen in love with the dogs and cats under their care
and decide to make the placement permanent. (See Gremlin’s failed
foster story on the next page!) But even those who choose not to
adopt will tell you that they are rewarded in a million ways when
they see the animal they’ve cared for move on to their forever family.
Those who wish to foster complete the same application as those
who wish to adopt, with all of the same reference checks we perform
for forever families. Although the shelter picks up all vet bills from the
vet or hospital we select, foster families are responsible for food and
general care. Monitoring your foster animal’s health and well-being is
very important, and we rely on the information that fosters give us to
help us place those animals in their permanent homes.
Would you like to become a foster parent for an animal in need? Call
us at (845) 564-6810 or email us at info@HudsonValleySPCA.org to
meet those in need of foster care. Find out more about fostering at
our website, www.HudsonValleySPCA.org!

down from a tree, a cat must
back down. They know stuff.

• The oldest dog on record – a

Queensland “Heeler” named Bluey –
was 29 years, 5 months old. Sigh.

• The oldest cat on record was Crème
Puff from Austin, Texas, who lived
from 1967 to August 6, 2005, three
days after her 38th birthday. A cat
typically can live up to 20 years about 96 human years.

• An estimated 1,000,000 dogs in

the U.S. have been named as the
primary beneficiaries in their
owner’s will. Hope they share.

• Researchers believe the word
“tabby” comes from Attabiyah,
a neighborhood in Baghdad, Iraq.
Tabbies got their name because
their striped coats resembled the
famous wavy patterns in the silk
produced in this city. Fancy that!

• Teddy Roosevelt’s dog, Pete, ripped
a French Ambassador’s pants off at
the White House. Diplomacy!

• The ability of a cat to find its way

home is called “psi-traveling.” Experts think cats either use the angle
of the sunlight to find their way or
that cats have magnetized cells in
their brains that act as compasses.
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doptions. We live for them!
The rescued animals who are
fortunate enough to find a forever home express their gratitude in so many ways. We often get reports
about how they are getting along, how much
fun they are having, and how they have become
indispensable parts of their loving families.
We’d like to share two wonderful stories and
other alumni pictures of forever happiness.

A Dog Named Gremlin

The Wise Guys

Lane and Darrin love bonded cat pairs. They
had adopted three sets of cat siblings so they
could stay together and had given them all a
wonderful home – showering them with love.
Then they read about Nick and Norman,
black siblings whose loving owner had passed
away. The boys had been in the shelter for
over a year. You see, it’s hard to place black
cats. Placing two is even harder, but hardest is when one of the brothers is painfully

MAX

CALLIE

Little Gremlin sat at a veterinary hospital for
two years waiting for his forever family. Our
shelter manager, Matt Hughes, spotted him
and brought him to the shelter — he had
someone very special in mind for Gremlin.

shy and afraid of people. But Lane and Darrin looked into their copper eyes and, well,
they knew they now had four sets of happy
bonded brothers!

Many years ago a young woman named Michelle fostered a little Chihuahua. The dog
was adopted and Michelle, new at fostering,
was heartbroken when she gave this baby to
the new adopters. The dog ended up coming
back to us and Michelle adopted her immediately. That sweet Chihuahua lived a wonderful and long life under Michelle’s care.
Sadly, she passed away earlier this year, and
Matt just knew that Gremlin would brighten
Michelle’s life. She took him to foster, and her
love for Gremlin ended in a happy adoption.
Now, she has another little mini-pin that she
is fostering for us. We suspect this pooch may
also wind up with Michelle forever!

Busy introducing the new boys into their household, they learned that there was a missing older
“brother” out there still needing a home after
the elderly man who cared for him had passed
away. They immediately contacted us wanting
to bring the family of black cats together again.
With our cat manager Renee’s help (and some
heavenly intervention), they brought Bogie
home to be reunited with Nick and Norman.
There was immediate recognition and a
joyful reunion.
Sprung from a “hard times,” this happy trio of black beauties, known as The
Wise Guys, now have a perfect forever
home filled with love... and many loving
siblings to play with!

BIG MAN

SCARLETT

TIMMY & LADY
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Pooch-A-Palooza 2016

to Benefit
the HVSPCA!
Saturday, Sept. 24th
11AM to 4PM
Thomas Bull
Memorial Park

e sure to mark your calendars for
K104.7’s annual Pooch-A-Palooza on
Saturday, September 24th, at Thomas
Bull Memorial Park in Montgomery, NY.
The fun-filled day will kick off at 11AM and
run through 4PM.
Enjoy contests and giveaways for pets and
owners alike, a vendor fair, a pet parade
hosted by K104.7 DJs, demonstrations from
animal trainers and agility experts, plus many
other special guests! Bring your pup to romp
around the 2 acre “Pet Playground” where
dogs can play off-leash in a safe, fenced-in
environment!
Topping off Pooch-A-Palooza 2016 are two
opportunities to walk for the HVSPCA –

one at 11AM and one at 2:30PM! The walk
circuit is 2 kilometers (1.25 miles) and will
begin and end at the Vendor Fair. Water stations will be available throughout the circuit for all of our pooch participants.
Walk registrations are $20 per walk per
family with $10 of each registration going
to the HVSPCA. (Yes, pups are welcomed
to join in the fun!!!) Walk registrations can
be purchased on-line at www.HVPCA.org
or Eventbrite.com until Friday, September
23rd, or in person at Pooch-A-Palooza 2016
starting at 10AM on the day of the event.

For more information and to register,
visit www.HudsonValleySPCA.org
or K104online.com!

BLOOMINGDEALS! RESALE
Shop
Our stores are clean & organized with a
unique mix of items priced right.

Donate

436 Blooming Grove
Turnpike
New Windsor, NY
845-561-3180
Mon. 10-4
Tues.-Sat. 10-5

Donate any of following items to
the HVSPCA at Pooch-A-Palooza
and you will be entered into the
K104 raffle to win great prizes!!!

• Purina - Naturals, One, or Pro-Plan
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Dry Cat Food
Purina Dry Dog Food
Pine cat litter (Feline Pine, Equine
Pine, etc.)
Canned cat and dog food
Bleach & laundry detergent
Lysol, Fabuloso or OdoBan cleaners
Paper towels
Garbage bags – all sizes from
standard kitchen (13 gallon) and up
Sponges, mops & buckets
Comforters, towels & sheets
Plastic storage bins
Kitten supplies – small animal feeding
bottles, KMR (kitten milk replacer)
kitten dry and canned food, jars of
baby food (turkey or chicken)
Fleece blankets
Cleaning wipes

Save the Date
Antique Appraisal Day to benefit the
Hudson Valley SPCA

When: Saturday, December 3rd - 10AM to 5PM

Moving? Downsizing? Remodeling?
Donate your gently used items.

Visit Us
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580 Route 303 South
Blauvelt, NY
845-848-2073
Tues., Wed., Fri. 11-5
Thurs. 11-6
Sat. 10-4

6,000 Square feet of “Nearly New” Furniture

www.bloomingdealsresale.com

Where: Bloomingdeal’s Resale & Consignment –
New Windsor Location
436 Blooming Grove Turnpike (Rt. 94)
Bring your fine jewelry, art, antiques or collectibles to this
Antiques Roadshow-like event!
Items will be appraised by a team of expert appraisers for just
$10 each / 3 items for $25. All proceeds will benefit the Hudson
Valley SPCA.
By popular request, gold, silver, jewelry, flatware and coins
may be purchased on the spot, as well as certain antiques
and collectibles.

The Hudson Valley SPCA doesn’t receive money from the ASPCA. We rely 100% on public donations for our survival. We are a registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
All donations to the HVSPCA are tax deductible.

